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MISCELLANEA.

A UNIQUE PENNY OF HENRY I, STRUCK AT DERBY.

THE unique penny here illustrated is, it is thought, worthy of
a passing notice; not so much because it is of an unpublished
mint of the reign, as on account of its curious and some-
what puzzling reverse legend. As is usual with these pennies,
the whole inscription is not so clear as it might be, but there
is sufficient of it to leave no doubt that it reads + BRVN : ON :
DERBIDEl :, the only really uncertain letter being the initial
of the mint-name. A portion of the semicircular back of a D
is, however, plain enough, and justifies the assumption of its
being that letter.

There is no reading published in the treatises relating to
the coins of Henry I that approximates to the inscription on
the coin under notice, but the first five letters of the mint-
name, viz. DERBI, comprise the well-known Norman form of
the town of Derby, and, in the absence of evidence to the
contrary, it seems justifiable to consider the coin as of that
mint, more especially as it is known that the name of Brun
occurs in Derbyshire at approximately the same period. This
very legible terminal DEI is, of course, the only stumbling-
block to the acceptance of Derby as the place of issue. This
may, however, be explained by the fact that as both the mint-
name and that of the moneyer are in small letters, the maker
of the dies miscalculated the distance round the coin to be
covered, and so, when he found a considerable space left over,
commenced to repunch the letters of the mint-name and got
as far as the upright stroke of the third letter, R.

If Derby cannot be accepted as the place-name, we must
look for an entirely new Norman mint as responsible for the
issue of the coin. In either case, a new town would be added
to the list of those which issued coins of Henry I
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